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For the past 44 years, Dr. McGinnis 

preached and brought the Word of God to 
people all over Texas. He pastored several 
churches including Northrich Baptist Church in 
Richardson, First Baptist Church in McAllen, 
as well as the church that he founded, 
Rockhaven Church in Roanoke. Joe Bob 
loved the Lord and his entire congregation. He 
offered words of comfort and peace to those 
who were suffering while also preaching The 
Word boldly and fervently. 

Dr. McGinnis is survived by his wife, Bren-
da, daughter, Taylor Hubbard, and son Josh. 
Dr. McGinnis’ efforts to spread the Gospel of 
Christ will not be forgotten as he leaves be-
hind his beloved church and thriving con-
gregation in Roanoke. Each year he led Tro-
phy Club’s National Day of Prayer event and 
delivered thoughtful and timely devotions rec-
ognizing the faith foundation of our country. I 
personally appreciated his prayers for myself 
and other public officials. It is an honor to 
have represented such an esteemed con-
stituent in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 29, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr Speaker, on 
Monday, July 21, 2015, I was unable to be 
present for recorded votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: 

‘‘Yes’’ on roll call vote No. 448 (on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 
1557), and 

‘‘Yes’’ on roll call vote No. 449 (on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 2256, 
as amended). 
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CONGRATULATING COLONEL TODD 
MAYER 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 29, 2015 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the United States House of Representatives 
and the United States Military, I congratulate 
Colonel Todd Mayer on 30 years of valued 
service and dedication to his country. 

Since 1985, Col. Mayer has upheld the core 
LDRSHIP values that are near and dear to the 
National Guard: Loyalty, Duty, Respect, Self-
less-Service, Honor, Integrity, & Personal 
Courage. 

A highly decorated soldier, Col. Mayer was 
awarded the Purple Heart in 1991 after being 
wounded in Operation Desert Storm and the 
Bronze Star in 2003 for his heroic achieve-
ment. His time in uniform is celebrated by 
these courageous leadership efforts. He has 
brought incomparable virtue to himself, his 
family, his uniform, and his nation. 

Col. Mayer, congratulations again on your 
retirement and thank you for your longstanding 
service to the United States Army National 
Guard. 

TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF KAREN 
IGNAGNI 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 29, 2015 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Karen Ignagni for her more than two 
decades of leadership as President and CEO 
of America’s Health Insurance Plans (AHIP) 
and to wish her every success in her new po-
sition as President and CEO of 
EmblemHealth. 

Karen Ignagni served with great distinction 
at AHIP. Her intellect, broad policy knowledge 
and experience helped shape some of the 
most consequential national health policies for 
our country, including the Affordable Care Act. 
Her ability to see the benefits the Act would 
bring to insurers and consumers was extraor-
dinarily important and contributed to the suc-
cesses now being realized by millions of 
Americans. 

Jay Gellert, the highly regarded President 
and CEO of Health Net praised Karen, saying 
that 

‘‘She was the face of the industry when it 
was attacked. Without compromising her be-
liefs, she handled all of that with integrity and 
dignity, and I think that was because from the 
start she was committed to the end point.’’ He 
opined that after all she had done to frame the 
Affordable Care Act’s regulatory infrastructure, 
she probably took on the challenges of leading 
EmblemHealth as a way to ‘‘play it out on the 
ground.’’ 

Karen Ignagni, a native of Providence, 
Rhode Island, is a graduate of Providence 
College and earned her MBA at Loyola Col-
lege. Prior to her work at AHIP, she served as 
Director of the AFL–CIO’s Department of Em-
ployee Benefits, and worked for the U.S. Sen-
ate Labor and Human Resources Committee, 
at the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, and in the office of Senator Clai-
borne Pell. She has written about health policy 
issues and has received many honors for her 
leadership, including the Second Century 
Award for Excellence in Health Care. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in paying tribute to 
Karen Ignagni and wishing her every success 
in her leadership of EmblemHealth. We are a 
stronger, better country because of Karen 
Ignagni and her distinguished work and I’m 
privileged to have worked with her and call her 
my friend. 
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EXEMPLARY VOLUNTEERISM: 
TOBIAS GEIGER 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 29, 2015 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize and thank Tobias Geiger from East 
Central Electric Cooperative in my district for 
his service and sacrifice to put into action co-
operative principle #6—cooperation among co-
operatives. In March this year, Tobias traveled 
to Haiti as a volunteer for the NRECA Inter-
national Foundation where he helped build the 
country’s first electric cooperative. This work is 

part of a rural electrification project managed 
by NRECA International and funded by the 
United Nationals Environmental Program, 
USAID, and the Inter-American Development 
Bank. 

Electricity is a critical element in improving 
the quality of life and to providing healthcare, 
education, access to clean water and eco-
nomic opportunity. In Haiti, less than 15 per-
cent of the population has regular access to 
electricity. Tobias spent two weeks in the town 
of Coteaux to help build a distribution system 
that will interconnect three towns. Upon com-
pletion, the diesel-solar hybrid electric system 
will provide safe, affordable and reliable power 
to 1600 consumers. His contribution included 
upgrading and installing new power lines, 
training locally hired linemen in proper con-
struction methods, pole climbing techniques, 
proper handline use, and important safety 
practices. 

Thank you Tobias Geiger, for your dedica-
tion and commitment. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE VICTORY 
OVER JAPAN DAY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 29, 2015 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Yankee Air Museum’s observ-
ance of the 70th anniversary of Victory over 
Japan Day. Because of the bravery of the 
Greatest Generation, this day marks the end 
of humanity’s darkest time, the spreading of 
liberty to many peoples across the world, and 
the start of the greatest peace time economic 
boom in American history. 

On August 15th, 1945, the Empire of Japan 
surrendered to the United States aboard the 
USS Missouri. Seventy years after the end of 
the Second World War, we celebrate this his-
torical event and honor the sacrifices of the 
brave men and women who served this coun-
try. 

We are honored to have the Yankee Air Mu-
seum commemorate this event. Since the for-
mation of the Yankee Air Museum in 1981, it 
has done excellent work to restore and pre-
serve artifacts from World War II. Through its 
commemoration of Rosie the Riveter, the mu-
seum has tirelessly highlighted the efforts of 
the women who were the heartbeat of the Ar-
senal of Democracy. 

Mr. Speaker, as the World War II era air-
crafts fly over Yankee Air Museum, I hope my 
colleagues will join me to celebrate the free-
dom of the many because of the sacrifices of 
the men and women of the greatest genera-
tion. 
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275TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
CORNWALL, CONNECTICUT 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 29, 2015 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cele-
brate the 275th anniversary of Cornwall, Con-
necticut. 
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